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TAGS: PEOR, PDIP, VS, SZ, UN 

SUBJECT: PRG LIAISON OEFICE IN GENEVA 

REE: USUN 133 

1 . UN SPOKESMAN POWELL, AT REGULAR NOON BRIEFING JANUARY 
16, ELABORATED ON NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS REPORTED REETEL. 

2. POWELL TOLD PRESS PRG GENEVA OFFICE IS NOT "OBSERVER 
MISSION" BUT IS A "LIAISON OFEICE." LIAISON OFEICE WAS SET 

UP TO EACILITATE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE, POWELL SAID, TO AREAS 
UNDER CONTROL OF PRG. HE EXPLAINED THAT TWO HUMANITARIAN AGEN- 
CIES INVOLVED ARE UNICEF AND UNHCR. HE DESCRIBED THE TWO 
AGENCIES PROGRAMS IN AREAS CONTROLLED BY PRG. HE SAID LIAISON 
OFEICE IS IN GENEVA BECAUSE HUMANITARIAN CONTACTS ARE THERE. 

3. ASKED IF ESTABLISHMENT OE LIAISON OFEICE MEANS PRG 

CAN ALSO ATTEND MEETINGS AS OBSERVER, POWELL SAID THIS NOT 
CASE BECAUSE LIAISON OFFICE IS ONLY FOR HUMANITARIAN PUR- 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 USUNN 00135 162235Z 

POSES. HE DIFEERENTIATED BETWEEN LIAISON AND OBSERVER OFEICES., 



Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



SAYING AN OBSERVER MISSION IS POLITICAL MISSION AND LIAISON 
OFEICE IS NOT. HE STRESSED AGAIN THAT LIAISON OFFICE WAS ONLY 
ESTABLISHED TO FACILITATE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE. SWISS GOVT 
CREATED OFEICE AND ESTABLISHED DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNI- 
TIES THAT GO WITH IT. PRO REPRESENTATIVES COULD ATTEND UN MEET- 
INGS IN GENEVA OTHER THAN HUMANITARIAN ONLY AS MEMBERS OE PUBLIC. 

HE SAID THERE HAD BEEN SOME DISCUSSION IN EEBRUARY 1973 OF ES- 
TABLISHING AN OBSERVER MISSION IN NEW YORK BUT MATTER WAS DROPPED 
LARGELY BECAUSE OF "THE PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY OF GETTING THE 
NECESSARY SERVICES AND DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITIES AND PRIVILEGES." 

4. IN ADDITION TO FOREGOING, POWELL ALSO FURNISHED SOME DETAIL 
OF UNICEF AND UHCR ACTIVITIES IN PRG-CONTROLLED AREA. HE ALSO 
NOTED THAT POSSIBILITY OF INVITING PRG TO WORLD POPULATION CONFERENCE 
HAD BEEN DISCUSSED AT EARLIER ECOSOC MEETING, BUT SAID THERE HAD 
BEEN NO FOLLOW UP AND PRG DID NOT ATTEND. 
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